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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSWOBTH 

Public  Health  Department, 
Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HEMSWOBTH,  Pontefract. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardy  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  my  report  for  the  year  1969  in  similar  form  to  that 
used  in  preceding  years. 

Statistical  data  relating  to  the  Urban  District  only  is  followed 
in  the  second  part  by  a report  on  the  personal  health  services  for 
the  combined  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  of  Hemsworth. 

Your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  presents  a report  on  the  year's 
work  in  Iris  department  and  the  reports  complement  each  other. 

The  Registrar  General's  estimate  of  mid-year  population  v/as  15>050 
an  increase  of  10  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  live  births  increased  by  7 and  totalled  263.  There 
v/ere  3 stillbirths  compared  with  5 and  3 infant  deaths  compared  with  4 
in  the  previous  year.  For  the  second  successive  year  both  the  stillbirth 
rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate  were  significantly  lower  that  the 
corresponding  rates  for  the  West  Riding  and  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  were  fewer  by  34  and  of  the  total  of  181 
there  were  26  resulting  from  resperatory  illness  compared  with  55  in  the 
previous  year. 

There  r/as  a small  increase  of  10  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  and  of  the  total  of  120  measles  accounted  for  91  and 
scarlet  fever  21 . 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  103  compared  with  107  in  the  previous  year. 


J — 


The  personal  health  services  continued  to  function  well  and  I 
have  made  comment  on  the  year's  work  of  the  three  nursing  services 
in  the  appropriate  sections.  The  same  procedure  has  been  followed 
with  the  other  services  operated  on  a divisional  basis. 

Having  regard  to  the  many  hospital  services  involved  and  the 
many  problems  inherent  in  a tripartite  system  of  general  medical, 
hospital  and  local  authority  medical  service,  liaison  and  co-operation 
has  been  very  good. 

There  has  been  no  occasion  on  which  the  compulsory  admission 
procedure  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  of  1948  and  its  Amendment 
of  1951  Had  to  be  employed. 

I would  once  again  wish  to  conclude  by  thanking  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  continuing 
interest  and  support  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  I wish 
also  to  thank  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  co-operation, 
and  my  own  staff  for  their  industry  and  valuable  work  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant , 

J.S.  WALTERS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Statistical  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  of  the  District  4,163  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estimated  mid-year)  15 >050 


Rateable  Value  (at  31*12.69) 

£279,792 

Product  of  Id  rate  (at  31.12.69) 

£1 ,086 

Humber  of  Inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.69) 

4,656 

Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

142 

106 

248 

Illegitimate 

8 

7 

150 

113 

263 

Percentage  of  illegitimate  births; 

6.0 io 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 

Crude  17*5  per  1,000  population 

Adjusted  1 6 . 5 per  1,000  population 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

, r - 

. — 

1 

2 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  ; 11.3  per  1,000 

total  live 

and  still  births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  live  and  still  births 

151 

115 

266 

INFANT  DEATHS  (total  under  1 year) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

INFANT  DEATHS  (under  4 v/eeks) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

INFANT  DEATHS  (under  1 _ week) 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

- 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

■■ 

. - - 

- 

1 

1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  1 year  of  age)  7*6  per  1,000  total  live  births . 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  4 weeks)  3.8  per  1,000  total  live 

births. 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  1 week)  3-8  per  1,000  total 

live  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  unde::  week  and  stillbirths  combied) 

15.0  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  - NIL. 


DEATHS  (all  age  .groups)  Male  Female  Total 

81  100  181 

DEATH  RATE. 

Crude  12.0  per  1,000  total  population 

Adjusted  11.2  per  1,000  total  population 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


BIRTH  RATE  (adjusted) 

1969 

1968 

m. 1 

1966 

126£ 

Urban  District 

16.5 

16.0 

16.2 

16.9 

16.6 

West  Riding 

17.1 

17.8 

18.2 

18.2 

18.4 

England  and  Wales 

16.3 

16.9 

17.2 

17.7 

18.0 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

Urban  District 

11.3 

19.2 

22.0 

10.5 

25.4 

West  Riding 

13.5 

14.3 

15.2 

14.4 

16.0 

England  and  Wales 

DEATH  RATE  (adjusted) 

13.2 

14.3 

14.8 

15.4 

15.7 

Urban  District 

11.2 

13.3 

11.2 

12,8 

11.4 

West  Riding 

12.6 

12.6 

12.0 

12.9 

12.4 

England  and  Wales 

11.9 

11.9 

11.2 

11.7 

11.5 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Urban  District 

7.6 

15.6 

22.0 

21.1 

26.0 

West  Riding 

18. 9 

18. 5 

19.2 

19.8 

20.7 

England  and  Wales 

10.1 

18.3 

18.3 

19.0 

19-0 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  tables 


Cause 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

1 

2 

" other 

1 

j 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

3 ! 

5 

" intestine 

3 

1 

4 

" lung  bronchus 

8 

j 

8 

" breast 

1 

1 

" uterus 

i : 

1 

" prostate 

2 

_ 

2 

" others 

3 

5 j 

8 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

3 1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  ^stem 

2 

1 | 

3 

Rheumatic  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

i Hypertensive  disease 

- 

1 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

22  j 

18  j 

40 

Other  heart  disease 

1 

2 

3 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

12 

31 

43 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

3 

r- 

5 

8 

| Influenza 

i - 

2 

2 

j Pneumonia 

5 

s ; 

13 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

5 

6 

11 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

” 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction 

- 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

- 

1 1 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

2 

1 

3 ! 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 ! 

Other  disease  of  genito  urinary  system 

- 

3 

3 

Diseases  of  musculo-skelital  system 

1 

1 

Congenital  abnormalities 

1 

1 

2 

Birth  injury  etc. 

1 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

- 

2 

All  other  accidents 

; 2 

L 1 

3 

! 

i Totals 

81 

100 

181 

The  number  of  deaths  fell  by  34  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
Deaths  from  respiratory  illnesses  numbered  26 , a marked  reduction  on 
the  number  for  the  previous  year  which  was  55 • 

The  other  most  numerous  causes  of  death,  heart  disease  and  cerebro- 
vascular conditions,  show  little  change  from  the  previous  year. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

2 of  the  3 infants  deaths  were  the  result  of  infection  and  as  such 
were  unavoidable. 


Details  of  the  3 infant  deaths  are  as  follows: 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  Death 

1. 

1 day 

Female 

Prematurity 

2. 

1 week 

Male 

Acute  Broncho  pneumonia 

3. 

2 months 

Female 

Gastro- enteritis 
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INFECTIOUS  MU  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


TABLE  1 . 


Diseases  notified  in  Townships 


TOW  SHIP 


! 

i 

I 

i 

i Fitzwilliam 
i Hemsworth 
j Kinsley 
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3 
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18 

1 

81 

<• 

O 

1 

- 

89 

- 

5 

: t 

, 

1 

13 

J 


, TOTALS:  ' 3 91  21  ! 4 1 120 


X 

! 

y 

f 

I 

i 


There  were  120  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  10.  Of  these  Measles  accounted  for  91* 


TABLE  2 . 


Cases  notified  Month  by  Month. 


a 

^ • p 

3 * rQ 

03  1 CD 

^ ! (H 

1 

i 

rtf 
c • 

H i 

4 ' 

: 

April 

Eh 

r 

| June 

| 

i 

| 

! 

j 

!>s 

rH 

3 

tv 

August 

'i 

o 

-p 

ft 

CD 

CO 

October 

Novenbe: 

! Decembe: 

1 

L . _ 

to  ; 

d! 

Si 

O 1 

. i 

! 

i 

l 

i 

i 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 j " 

- s 

i 

— 

1 

1 

i 

— 

— 

» __ 

t 

1 

3 ! 

Measles 

3 ! 26 

9 1 

3 ! 

27 

4 

s 

j 

5 

6 

6 

j 2 

- 

91 

Scarlet  Fever 

? 

1 

4 

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

21  1 

Tuberculosis  (Resp) 

i : - 

- f 

- 

-- 

- 

j 

1 

2 

4 ! 

Whooping  Cough 

“ i “ 

- 1 
j 

“ 

1 

j 

j 

— 

\ _ 

1 - 

I - 

1 | 

} 

- 

I 

1 

f 

i 

TOTALS  s 

5-26 

10 

7 

3.V 

10 

I 

9 

9 

7 

! 3 

• 1 

- 

120  ; 

- 8 - 


TABLE  3 . 

Cases  classified,  into  Ago  Groups . 


i 


i 

i 

Disease 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

CO 

M 

c3 

T 

Ln 

1 10  -14  years 

CO 

! a 
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i ^ 
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! v~ 

-i-  - 

CO 

n 1 

cij 
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■w- 

CM 
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a 

& 
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VO 

1 

m 
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O 

> 

° 

CO 

S. 
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VO 

i 

| 

| 

0 

M 

TOTALS, 

i 

T 

| 



r— 

Infective  Jaundice 

; 

l 

1 

1 

- 

— 

.. 

_ 

3 

Measles 

9 |25 

26 

26 

1 

1 

j 

- 

- 

4 

91 

J Scarlet  Eever 

1 

3 

13 

1 

1 2 

_ 

— 

2 

21 

Tub  'rculosis  (Resp) 

j 

- 

- 

— 

j - 

— 

1 

3 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

_ _ _ - . ) 

i ! - 

_ .. 

1 

. . 

a 1 

1 ' 

i 

r 

TOTALS 

! 

10  (25 

29 

40 

3 

j 3 

- 

1 

3 

6 

120 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


; No,  of  Cases  on  Register 

t 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Total4 5 

j 

Male 

, Female 

Male 

Female 

i 

, No.  of  cases  on  Register  at 

T 

i 

I 

j the  commencement  of  the  yeas: 

53 

35 

6 

13 

107 

; No.  of  new  cases 

j 

: notified  during  year 
< 

3 

> 

1 

i 

- 

— 

4 ! 

No.  of  cases 

1 

< 

i 

! 

restored  to  register 

1 

1 

1 - 

i 

i 

j 

T 

I No.  of  cases  added 

i 

1 

j 

! other  than  by  notification 

l 

1 

1 

1 

- 

2 t 

I 

I 

{No.  of  cases  removed  from 

j 

( 

t 

1 

j 

i 

i 

• Register  through,-- 

1 

i 

1 

» 

i 

| ( i-T  death 

2 

I 3 

- 

_ 

5 

j (b)  recovered 

3 

1 

- 

4 

j (c)  left  district 

1 

) 

- 

1 

— 

1 

[ r r ,t  r 

j No.  of  cases  remaining  on 

1 51 

33 

6 

7 -..I-. 

•7  0 

\ 1 J 

103  | 

1 Register  at  end  of  year 

1 

j 

j 

1 

\ 

i 

4 new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the  register 
during  the  year  and  the  total  at  the  year  end  was  103 , a reduction  of 

4 on  1968 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF  (at  31.12.69). 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer. 

JOHN  S.  WALTERS,  M.C.,  Ch.B. , D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  and  School  Medical  Officer. 

Josephine  Hayes  M.B. , Ch.  B.  (Senior) 

Clinic  Medical  Officers  (part-time) 

J.W.  McRohert , M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

Thomas  Broarley,  L.M.S.S.A., 

Peter  H.  Brewin,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. , 

John  M.  Dawson,  M.B.  Ch.B., 

Anthony  Nugent,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 


Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Visiting  and  Consultant  Staff. 


Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 
Chest  Physician. 
Paediatrician. 
Ophthalmologist . 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer. 


R.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  P.R.C.S,  L.R.C.P. 
J.  W.  Jordan,  M.D. , M.R.C.P. 

J.  D.  Pickup,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.C.H. 

K,  Prashor  M.B. , B.Sc.,  D.O. 


Miss  D.  Marsh. 


Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 


lies.  N.  Cooks  on. 

Mrs. 

E.  T.  Folan 

Miss 

M.  Kennington 

Mrs.  M.  Newton. 

Mrs. 

F.J.  Makinson 

Miss 

N.  Miskell. 

Miss.  F.  M.  Vamplow. 

Mrs. 

S.  North. 

Mrs. 

B.  Thorpe. 

Miss 

M.  Thompson 

Mrs. 

M.B.  Payne. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors 

M rs.  D.  Clark. 

Mrs.  J.  Wilson. 

Mrs. 

Mrs. 

E.M.  Hodge. 

P.  Hoyle. 

Mrs . 

M.  V.  Sanders . 

Midwives 

Mrs.  L. Allan. 

Miss 

. S. Blanchard. 

Mrs . 

V.  Crawford 

Miss.  F.  King. 

Miss 

. M.  L . Heyward . 

Mrs. 

L . J enlcins . 

Miss.  J.E.  Miles. 

Mrs. 

W.  Jones. 

Mrs . 

W.  Robinson. 

Home  Nurses. 

Mrs.  S.  Bristow. 

Mrs. 

K.  Clayton. 

Miss 

. J,0.  Lawton. 

Mrs.  M.  Giles. 

Mrs. 

F.B. Houghton. 

Mrs . 

G.A.  King. 

Mrs.  J.  Kitchen 

Mrs. 

M.C.Kitching. 

Mrs . 

E.R.  Leake. 

Mrs.  J.  Megson. 

Mrs. 

M.  Watson. 

Mrs 

R.  Harrison. 

Mental  Health 


Mental  Welfare  Officers 


Mr.  D.  Collumbine 
Mr.  P.  Noden. 


Hems worth  Training  Centre 


Mrs.  A.  Ellis  (Supervisor) 
Miss  D.  Casoy. 

Mrs . G . Evans . 

Mi  ss  A«  Goodyear. 

Mrs.  J.  Parr. 

Mr.  G.  Clifton. 

Mr.  W.  Rollinson. 

Miss  D.  Money 
lies.  M.  Herbert. 


Speech  Therapist 


Miss  M . Ko r sne r 


Chiropodists 


Mr.  H.  E;,rre. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Sullivan 
Mrs  S.  Hughes. 

Mr . B . Swift . 


I'd v isional  Administrative  Officer . 

Mr.  G.  Ellis. 

Clerical  Staff . 

Mr.  C.  Miles  - Senior  Clerk. 
Mrs. A.  A.  G.  Atkinson 
Mrs.M,  Chappell 
Mrs. I.  Hinchcliffe. 

Mrs.L.  Jeffery. 

Mrs.E.  M.  lip trot 
Mrs.W.  Theaker. 

Mrs.W.  C.  Ventom. 

Mrs.M.  M.  Williams 
Mrs.B.  Castle  (part  time) 
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CAKE  OF  MOTHERS  AMD  YOUNG  CHILDREN  AMD  NURSING  SERVICES . 


(a)  Child  "Welfare  Clinics 


There  are  eleven  fixed  and  one  mobile  clinic  serving  the  rural  parishes 
of  Kirk  Smeaton  and  Thorpe  Audlin,  where  a doctor  and  health  visitor 
attend  to  give  advice  on  the  many  problems  associated  with  the  rearing 
of  healthy  children.  Protective  inoculations  and  advice  on  feeding 

problems  continue  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  function  of  the 
clinics. 

The  clinic  voluntary  workers  play  a welcome  and  important  part  in 
the  work  of  the  clinic  and  I would  like  once  again  to  express  my 
thanks  to  them. 

Details  of  the  clinics  and  brief  statistics  are  given  below; - 

of  children 

Address  of  Centre  Day  of  Opening  Attending  Gening  Total 

the  year-. 

Attendances. 

Ackworth  Health 

Wednesday  afternoon 

Centre , 

(fortnightly) 

Barnsley  Road, 

Thursday  afternoon 

331 

2,363 

Ackworth. 

(fortnightly  toddlers) 

Fitzwilliam  C.7.C., 

Tuesday  afternoon 

Church  Hall, 

(weekly) 

157 

1,275 

Fitzwilliam. 

Great  Houghton  Health 

Tuesday  afternoon 

Centro , 

(fortnightly) 

107 

855 

Methodist  Church, 

Great  Houghton. 

Grime' thorpe  C.i7. C . , 

Wednesday  afternoon 

The  Clinic, 

(weekly) 

300 

2,093 

Cemetery  Road, 

Grime thorpe. 

Hemswor  t h C . ‘.7 . C . , 

Thursday  all  day 

The  Clinic, 

(weekly) 

295 

3,207 

Highfield  Road, 

Hems worth. 

Havercroft  C.7.C., 

Thursday  afternoon 

Parish  Hall, 

(weekly) 

217 

1,765 

Havercroft 

Shaft  on  C.T7.C., 

Wednesday  afternoon 

Methodist  Church 

(fortnightly) 

64 

488 

Shaft on. 

S outh  Elms  all  C . 7 . C . , 

Monday  all  day 

The  Clinic, 

(weekly) 

339 

3,167 

-hst field  Lane, 

.7  ..Ah  Elms  all 
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No.  of  children 


Address  of  Clinic 

bay  of  Opening 

Attended  during 

Total 

the  Year. 

Attendances . 

South  Hiendley  C.W.C. 
The  Clinic, 

Methodist  Chapel, 
South  Hiendley. 

/ Tuesday all  day 
(weekly) 

47 

414 

South  Kirkby  C.W.C. , 
The  Clinic, 

Lydgate  Rise, 

South  Kirkby 

Monday  all  day 
(weekly) 

460 

2,329 

Upton  C.W.C., 

Welfare  Hall, 

Upton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

104 

1,033 

Mobile  Clinic, 

Kirk  Smeaton 

Friday  morning 
(fortnightly) 

42 

Mobile  Clinic, 

Thorpe  Audlin 

Friday  morning 
(fortnightly) 

on 

f ■ ) 

70 

2,436 

19,095 

The  fall  in  number  of  children  attending  the  clinics  remarked  upon 
in  the  previous  year's  report  did  not  continue . There  was  an 
increase  of  323  children  attending  and  an  increase  of  2687  attendances 
during  the  year. 

.Ante-Natal  Clinics . 


Brief  statistics 

of  ante-natal  clinics 

are  given  belows- 

Clinic 

Day  of  Opening 

Total  No.  of 

Total  Attendances 

Women  who 

Relaxation 

Attended 

Sessions 

Ackworth  ANC, 

Tuesday  afternoon 

During  1 969 

Health  Centre, 
Barnsley  Road, 
Ackworth. 

(fortnightly) 

20 

95 

Grimethorpe  ANC, 

Tuesday  morning 

The  Clinic, 
Cemetery  Road, 
Grimethorpe. 

(weekly) 

18 

44 

Havercroft  ANC, 

Tuesday  afternoon 

Parish  Hall, 
Havercroft . 

(weekly) 

20 

112 

Yemsworth  ANC, 

Wednesday  morning 

'■  ao  Clinic, 

- ghfield  Road, 

N -Oisworth. 

(weekly) 

71 

298 

South  Kirkby  ANC, 
The  Clinic, 

Lydgate , 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

64 

266 

193 

815 

Couth  Kirkby. 

Grimethorpe,  the 

only  remaining  clinic 

with  a Local  Author* 

.ity  Medical 

Officer  in  attendance  ceased  to  function  as  such  during  the  year.  There, 
as  in  all  other  county  ov/ned  or  rented  premises,  the  midwife  runs 
advisory,  educational  and  relaxation  classes. 
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(c)  Health  Visiting. 


Last  year  I commented  on  the  qualities  necessary  for  good  health 
visiting  - knowledge  and  patience  to  take  time  for  explanation  and 
discussion  and  expressed  the  opinion  that  my  staff  had  these  qualities. 
I have  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion. 

Total  visits  to  s - 


Children  bom  in  1969 

1,261 

Children  bom  in  1968 

1,252 

Children  bom  in  1984-7 

1 ,806 

Tuberculosis  households 

54 

Persons  aged  65  or  over 
(excluding  domestic  help 
visits) 

940 

Visits  to  home  help  cases 

1 , 603 

Other  cases 

„■  v.  'J 

Clinic  sessions 

'■ . ',  0'i 

(d)  Midwifery. 

There  were  307  domiciliary  confinements.  The  do:-.n-; • Vary  midwives 
also  attended  571  mothers  who  were  confined  in  hospi.ral  out  were 
discharged  before  the  10th  day. 

As  hospital  confinements  increase  so  the  domiciliary  decreases  but 
early  discharge  from  hospital  ensures  that  the  midwives  are  fully 
employed. 

The  notified  births  in  the  Division  totalled  1,282. 


Illegitimate  Children . 

65  cases  were  especially  dealt  with  during  the  year.  There  were  48 
single  women  for  many  of  whom  a three  month  stay  in  moral  welfare  home 
was  arranged  and  the  County  Council  accept  financial  responsibility 
for  their  maintenance. 


Age  Group  of  Mothers. 


Care  of  Baby. 


15  - 

19 

years 

29 

Marriage 

7 

20  - 

24 

years 

19 

Baby  died 

2 

25  - 

29 

years 

10 

To  care  of  grand- 

30 - 

39 

years 

7 

parents 

2 

Baby  adopted  8 

Baby  fostered 
Mother  keeping  baby  46 


Total  65  Total  65 

Premature  Infants . 

: babies  weighing  5i'  lbs  or  less  at  birth  were  notified  P \ j 


' Psion  during  1 969. 

Died  VZithin  Survived 

~ : >03  of  Birth  Total  Stillborn  Alive  24  hrs.  1 wool  ..•••!.  over  4 weeks 
dome  18  - 183  - 1 14 

lospital  94  10  76  5 5 1 65 


112  18  94  8 5 2 79 
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(e)  Home  Nursing. 

Each  year  it  becomes  more  and  more  obvious  that  the  highly  trained 
home  nursing  sister  can  undertake  the  nursing  care  and  treatment 
of  cases  previously  detained  in  hospital.  This  welcome  develop- 
ment in  the  homo  nursing  field  is  still  in  the  early  stages  and 
there  are  further  areas  which  may  be  profitably  developed. 


Brief  statistics  are  given  below  %- 


Cases 

Visits 

Total 

2,882 

36,695 

Patients  65  and  over  included  above 

1,140 

23,024 

Patients  included  above  who  have  had 
more  than  24  visits  during  the  year 

320 

24,225 

OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(a)  Domestic  Helps 

At  the  year  end  the  Division  had  an  establisiuaent  of  50  equivalent  full 
time  home  helps  and  required  to  draw  16  from  the  County  central  pool 
giving  the  equivalent  of  66  full  time  domestic  helps  at  the  year  end. 

To  meet  this  establishment  153  part-time  workers  v/ere  employed 
in  the  service. 

The  number  and  type  of  cases  helped  were  as  follows ;- 


Type 

Ho. of  Cases 

Total  hours 

employed. 

Aged  65  and  over 

875 

117,017 

Chronic  sick  and  T.B. 

59 

6,418 

Maternity 

6 

274 

Others 

41 

4,079 

981 

127,788 

Each  year  I report  an  increased  number  of  cases  requiring  and  getting 
an  increased  number  of  hours  and  this  year  is  no  exception. 

Although  the  demand  continues  to  increase  and  there  is  no  sign  as 
yet  of  an  end  to  the  demand,  the  measure  of  the  success  of  the  service 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  increasing  numbers  of  elderly  citizens  leading  happy 
lives  in  their  own  homes. 

(b)  Chiropody 

Statistics  are  given  belo\7s- 

At  Surgery  Type  of  Case. 

Agency  Services  or  Clinic  At  Home  Pensioners  Physically 

Handicapped. 

Hemsworth  & District 
Old  Peoples  Welfare 
Association 

100 
230 
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Total  patients  treated 
Total  treatment  given 


47 

117 


142 


5 


Direct  Service 


At  Surgery 

or  Clinic  At  Home 


Type  of  Case. 
Pensioners  Physically 

Handicapped 


Services  arranged  at 
T7est  Riding  Clinics 

Total  patients  treated  1,147  568  1,668 

Total  treatments  given  4,660  2,538 

(c)  Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment. 


47 


Considerable  stocks  of  nursing  equipment  ranging  from  bedding  to  wheel 
chairs  are  held  by  home  nurses  and  at  the  Health  Department  for  issue 
on  lean  to  patients  being  nuised  at  home.  In  all  some  40  different 
items  are  stocked  and  many  more  can  be  obtained  from  central  supplies 
at  short  notice. 

Some  1337  loans  were  made  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  364  on 
the  previous  year. 

(d)  Ambulance  Service. 

All  ambulance  calls  in  the  Division  are  dealt  with  by  the  South  Kirkby 
Depot.  The  service  being  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County 
Ambulance  Officer  who  has  kindly  supplied  the  information  relating 
to  the  South  Kirkby  Depot. 


Patients 

Outpatients 

Admissions 

Discharges 

Transfers 

Accident  Patients 

Emergency 


31,732 


38,329 


3,645 

1,635 

551 

764 

1,398 


78,054 


Mileage  travelled  . . 


299978 


Staff  Details. 


Station  Officer 
Driver/Attendant s 
Telephonist 


• • 


36 

1 


1 
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(e)  Cervical  Cytology. 


- 1 

1 Name  and  Address 
| 

of  Clinic 

• 

t 

• 

i 

No.  of 
Sessions 
held 
during 
the  year. 

No.  of 
Patients 
Attending 
for  first 
time  dur-  i 
ing  year. 

No . of 

Patients 

with 

Positive 

Smears 

. 

No.  of 

Patients  ; 

Referred  to 
General 
Practitioners 
for  breast 
tumours 

Grimethorpe  Clinic, 

. 

1 Cemetery  Road, 

10 

106 

- 

- 

Grimethorpe 

| 

! 

! Hems worth  Clinic, 

. 

, 

| Highfields, 

16 

279 

- 

_ 

j Hems worth, 
i 

* ^ 

i 

1 

; South  Elmsall  Clinic, 

' 

! 

Westfield  Lane, 

22 

270 

1 

i ! 

South  Elmsall. 

> 

Ackworth  Health  Centre, 

i 

I 

Barnsley  Road, 

Ackworth. 

Ryhill  Clinic, 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

; 

13 

j 

i 

| 

i 

; Mulberry  Place, 

: Havercrof t . 

5 

63 

_ 

• 

Totals 

54 

736 

1 

j 

1 

(f)  Mental  Health  Service 

Advice  and  support  for  the  mentally  disturbed  and  handicapped 
within  the  community  continued  throughout  the  year. 


The  number  of  patients  under  care  at  31.12.69; 

Mentally  ill  Psychopath  Subnormal  Severely 


Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Under 

Over 

Subnormal 

TOTAL 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Under  Over 

16 

16 

Attending 

Training  Centre 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

30 

12 

9 

60 

Receiving 

home  visits 

(not  included  above) 

83 

107 

6 

11 

212 

— 

88 

— 

9 

137 

13 

20 

272 

(g)  Hational  Assistance  Acts 

No  case  necessitated  action  under  the  section  of  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 
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VAC  CIN ATI  ON  MD  IMMUNISATION. 


(a)  Small  Pox  Vaccination 


f — - — ■ 

The  number  of  persons 

vaccinated  against  Small 

Pox  during  1 969 

was  as  follows?- 

Age  Groups 

1 - 2 

2-4 

5 - 14 

1 5 years  TOTALS 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

Primary  vaccination 

117 

53 

46 

54 

270 

Re--vaccination 

2 

26 

175 

203 

(b)  Vaccination  against  Measles 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  agains 

t Measles  < 

luring  1969  was  as  follows?' 

Bom 

in 

Years. 

1969  1968 

ML 

1966 

1961- 

125-gn 

TOTALS. 

Ml 

I960 

20 

82 

34 

47 

3 

186 

(c)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyeliti 

s 

Oral  Vaccine  - Primary  Vaccinat 

ions 

No.  of  persons  vaccinated 

during  the 

Year  1969 

who  completed  3 

oral 

Born  in  Years.  vaccinations. 


1969  7 
1 968  545 
1967  126 
1 966  20 
1962/65  76 
Others  under  16  11 


785 

No.  of  persons  given  a fourth  booster 

oral  vaccination  during  the  year  1,029 

Total  number  of  persons  non  protected 
3 injections  or  3 oral  31,334 

Of  this  number  10,999  have  had 
either  a fourth  injection  or 
fourth  oral  vaccination. 

(d)  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis 

(i)  Contact  Scheme 

All  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  sought  and  offered 
skin  testing  and  B.C.C.  vaccination  if  necessary.  This  is  arranged 
by  the  Chest  Physician  acting  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

All  those  negative  to  skin  tests  are  offered  vaccination. 


No.  skin  tested 

47 

No.  negative 

25 

No.  vaccinated 

25 

1o  - 


Details  of  those  vaccinated  wore  as  follows s- 


0-4  years  -11.  5-15  years  - 10.  16  years  and  over  - 4. 

(ii)  School  Children. 

Skin  testing  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  school  children 
in  or  about  their  13th  year.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in 
1969  are  as  follows s- 

No.  of  children  offered  tuberculosis  testing 


and  vaccination  if  necessary 

• 0 

929 

No.  of  acceptances 

9 • 

802 

Percentage  of  acceptances 

• • 

QT/o 

No.  actually  tested 

9 9 

693 

Result  of  test  positive  33 

negative  603 
not 

ascertained  57 

Total 

693 

Percentage  positive 

0 • 

5.: 

No.  vaccinated 

• • 

603 

(e)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Immunisation  carried  out  during  19692- 


Children  Bom  in  Years. 

No.  of  children  who 

12S2 

1968 

1261 

1266 

1965 

1960-64  1954-58 

TOTAL 

completed  a full 
course  of  primary 
immuni s at i on . 

7 

653 

105 

11 

9 

216  10 

1011 

Total  no.  of 

children  given 
booster  injections 

1 

33 

17 

52 

762  11 

876 

The  following  table 

gives 

the  total  number  1 

of  children  within  the 

Division  under  the  age  of  15  years  who  have  been  protected  against 


Diphtherias- 

Under  1 yr 

1-4  yrs 

5-9  yrs 

10-1 4 y^s 

Under  15  yrs 

1969 

1965-68 

1959-63 

1954-58 

TOTAL 

1965-69 

- 

3369 

4545 

1106 

9020 

1964  or  earlier 

- 

— 

337 

3404 

3781 

(f)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Immunisation  carried  out  in  1969s- 
Age  at  Final  Injection. 

Under  6 months 
6 months  to  1 year 

1- 2  years 

2- 3  years 

3- 4  years 


No. of  Children  who  completed  a 

full  course. 

10 

749 

8 

_2 

774 


\7hooping  Cough  immunisation  is  only  given  to  children  up  to  the  age  of 

4 years  but  the  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  protected 

since  the  scheme  begans-  TT  , 

Under 

Age  at  31.12,69  Under  1 year  1-4  years  5-9  years  10-14  years  years 

TOTAL 


7 

3365 

4173 

3253 

10798 

(g)  Tetanus  Immunisation. 

Immunisation  carried  out 

during  the 

years- 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1 966 

1965 

1960-64 

1 

TOTAL 

Primary  Course  7 

653 

105 

11 

9 

226 

28 

1039 

Booster  Injections 

1 

34 

18 

56 

795 

361 

1265 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

During  the  year  2364  children  were  examined  and  430  were  found  to  require 
treatment,  113  being  for  defective  vision. 

Selective  medical  examinations  came  into  operation  during  the  year  and 
905  children  were  found  not  to  warrant  a medical  examination. 

(b)  Handicapped  Pupils. 

24  children  wore  ascertained  as  requiring  special  educational  treatment 
beyond  the  resources  of  the  ordinary  school.  Details  of  recommendations 
are  as  follows  2- 

19  to  special  schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  children 
2 to  special  schools  for  delicate  children. 

2 to  special  school  for  physically  handicapped  children 
1 to  special  school  for  maladjusted  children. 

(c)  Consultant  Clinics . 

Specialist  Eye,  Orthopaedic  and  Paediatric  Clinics  arc  held  at  the  Hensworth 
Clinic  by  arrangements  with  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  details 
are  as  follows s- 

EYE  CLINICS 

Ho,  of  children,  who  attended  Ho.  of  children  for  whom  glasses 

during  1969  were  prescribed. 

876  429 

Ho.  of  Clinics  held  during 

the  year 

51 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  CLIUIC 


No.  of  sessions  held 
during  1969 


No.  of  children  who  attended 


7 


64 


No.  of  children  referred 
from  the  clinic  for 
operative  treatment  as 
short  stay_  cases. 


3 


PAEDIATRIC  CLINIC 

No.  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  No,  of  children  who  attended 


65 


3 


Total  Attendances 


81 


SPEECH  THERAPY 

120  half  day  sessions  were  hold  daring  the  year  treating  98  children. 

2 9 children  were  discharged,  20  speech  normal,  1 speech  improved, 

5 left  the  district  and  3 \r;ere  unsuitable  for  treatment, 

SPECIAL  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

In  addition  to  the  normal  school  and  clinic  work  the  Divisional  Medical  Staff 
also  carried  out  57  examinations  of  entrants  to  training  colleges  and  2 
examinations  under  the  Employment  of  Children  Regulations. 

INFESTATION  UITH  VERMIN. 

The  Health  Visitors  carried  out  cleanliness  inspections  in  schools. 

8558  inspections  were  carried  out  and  180  children  were  found  to  be 
infested. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE, 

A special  clinic  staffed  by  a Child  Psychiatrist,  Psycologist  and 
social  worker  is  held  weekly  in  Hemsworth  Clinic.  During  the  year 
56  children  attended  for  treatment. 
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HEMSWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL 
REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING- 


3_1ST  DECEMBER,  1969. 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Departme. 
Urban  Council  Offices, 

White  Hall, 

HEMSWORTH. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardy  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1969* 

The  report  indicates  that  it  was  a year  of  progress  in  the  provision  of 
environmental  services.  It  might  well  have  been  the  year  to  record  the  first 
Smoke  Control  Area  within  the  district  and  I have  made  reference  to  this,  and  to 
other  activities  under  their  respective  headings  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  Urban  District  is,  of  course,  made  up  of  the  townships  of  Hemsworth, 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam,  and  there  was  a combined  estimated  mid-year  population 
of  15,050;  local  employment  is  associated  mainly  with  the  coal  mining  industry 
although  since  the  closure  of  the  Fitzwilliam  Colliery  there  is.  now  no  aotive 
Colliery  within  the  district  boundary.  As  there  are  only  six  small  factories, 
in  addition  to  offices  and  shops,  the  district  is  predominately  residential. 
Attractive  new  housing  development  and  the  gradual  elimination  of  the  old  worn- 
out  terrace- type  houses  are  rejuvenating  the  district:  add  probable  developments 
to  the  central  shopping  area  of  Hemsworth  and  the  inevitability  of  a smoke 
controlled  district  with  all  its  benefits,  and  the  future  looks  to  have  interesting 
prospects. 

SECTION  I 


1.  HOUSING-  AND  GENERAL  EiTVTR OHMEHTAL  HEALTH  ADMINISTRATION 


Humber  of  dwellings  within  the  urban  district,  31st  December,  1969  ••  4680 


Humber  of  dwellings  built  during  1969  . • 99 

Number  of  dy/ellings  demolished  during  1969  75 


Yesr 

Ho  of  houses 

Estimated 

Average  Ho 

within  the 

Mid-Year 

Persons  pi 

Urban  District 

Population 

House 

1969  

4680 

15,050 

3.2 

1938  

3022 

12,790 

4.2 

1921  (formation  of  U.D.C.) 

2089 

11,305 

5.4 

Estimated  ownership  of  dwellings 


Council  owned  44% 

Owner-occupied  2 6%  (steadily  increasing) 

H.C.B.  tenanted 15% 


Privately  owned,  tenanted  15%  (steadily  decreasing) 

(a)  Dwellings  built  in  1969 

(i)  By  the  Council  ..  ..  Highfield  Estate,  Hemsworth  36 

(ii)  Private  Developers  ..  Cottam  Croft,  Woodlands,  Little  Hemsworth  63 

(b)  Dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1969 

(i)  By  the  Council  ..  . . Fitzwilliam  Street  area,  bungalows  30 

Highfield  Road,  Hemsworth,  houses  4 

(ii)  Private  Developers  ..  Woodlands/Wakefield  Road,  Hemsworth 

bungalows 35 

(c)  Proposed  new  housing  developments 

(i)  By  the  Council  Hemsworth 

Highfields  Estate  (re-use  of  sites  of  aluminium 
bungalows ) 

Little  Hemsworth  (provision  of  approximately  25 
bungalows ) 

Fitzwilliam 

Hewstead  Crescent/Wakefield  Road  (provision  of  approx. 

26  bungalows) 
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East  of  Wakefield  Road,  Hemsworth,  90  "bungalows 
Adjacent  to  Hemsworth  Parish  Church 

(d)  Older  Houses 

It  is  estimated  that  at  least  10%  of  the  houses  within  the  district  are 
still  without  a fixed  bath,  hot  water  and  indoor  water  closet.  Almost  all  are  * 
pre-1914  terrace-type  houses , occupied  011  a weekly  tenancy  and  owned  by  a 
multiplicity  of  owners,  although  there  are  a few  which  are  owner- occupied.  Most 
of  these  houses  are  structurally  sound  and  are  likely  to  be  in  use  for  the  next 
15  years.  Unfortunately,  in  spite  of  financial  inducements  to  owners  to  effect 
improvements,  it  would  seem  that  most  of  the  houses  throughout  this  period  will 
continue  to  be  without  'modem  facilities'  unless  some  form  of  compulsion  is  used. 
There  is  hope  for  these  houses  in  the  introduction  of  a new  Housing  Act  during  the 
year,  (Housing  Act,  1969 ) and  it  may  well  be  that  where  they  exist,  they  will  be 
improved  eventually  on  an  area  by  area  basis  with  the  Council  enforcing  the 
necessary  work.  The  present  difficulty,  of  course,  is  that  many  owners  find  it 
almost  impossible  to  meet  the  initial  costs  for  the  voluntary  improvement  of  these 
old  houses  even  though  by  improvement  rents  may  be  considerably  increased. 

Most  certainly,  while  this  type  of  house  persists,  occupiers  will  continue 
to  press  the  Council  for  council  house  accommodation,  and  the  houses  themselves 
will  move  the  more  quickly  towards  classification  as  slum  clearance  houses. 


It  is  estimated  that  150  terrace  houses  are  below  a standard  laid  down  in  the 
1957  Housing  Act  for  a fit' house,  and  are  not  worthy  of  repair.  All  should  be 
cleared  forthwith  but  this  is  not  possible,  of  course,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
suitable  alternative  accommodation.  The  Council  has  pursued  a vigorous  house 
building  programme  over  the  past  years  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  continue 
to  do  so  until  the  housing  needs  of  the  district  are  met.  In  the  meantime, 
progress  with  the  removal  of  unfit  houses  will  probably  be  at  the  rate  of  20 
to  30  houses  per  year,  an  average  achieved  over  the  past  10  - 15  years.  This 
rate  probably  appears  slow,  especially  to  the  occupiers  of  houses  at  the  end  of 
the  queue  and  who  will  have  to  make  the  best  of  unpleasant  conditions  for  a few 
more  years . * 

The  immediate  problem  at  Hemsworth  is  in  the  clearance  of  the  Hlghfield  <Road/ 
High  Street/Lilley  Street  complex, to  be  followed  by  Junction  Street, and  possibly 
the  older  properties  in  Grove  Lane. 

At  Kinsley,  the  National  Coal  Board  will  eventually  close  and  demolish  30  old- 
houses  in  Gorton  Street;  12  of  these  were  unoccupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Victor  Street  has  long  been  an  eye-sore  at  Kinsley  and  the  47  houses  there  are 
due  for  clearance  immediately  following  the  clearance  of  the  remaining  occupied 
houses  in  New  Row  (Wakefield  Road).  Outgang  Terrace  was  finally  cleared  during 
1969  and  a good  part  of  New  Row  went  with  it. 

In  these  days  of  vandalism  it  was  not  merely  a matter  of  closing  houses  as 
they  became  empty  to  await  demolition,  ’amateur'  demolition  contractors  invariably 
go  to  work  creating  havoc  and  dangerous  conditions,  and  it  is  always  with  relief 
that  one  sees  empty  properties  finally  demolished  and  cleared.  Emergency  measures, 
in  fact, were  taken  to  demolish  dangerous  houses  during  the  year. 

Both  at  Hemsworth  and  Kinsley,  clearance  of  old  houses  was  undertaken  by  the 
individual  unfit  house  procedure  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957;  as  in  past  years,  no 
area  was  declared  a clearance  area  and  no  clearance  order  was  made.  A well- 
maintained  house  payment  was  macBe  in  one  or  two  instances  where  appropriate, and 
it  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  Housing  Act,  19&9,  increases  these  payments 
to  four  times  the  rateable  value  for  tenanted  houses,  and  that  owner- occupiers 
are . entitled  to  supplementary  payments  to  bridge  the  gap  between  the  site  and 
market  value  of  their  houses. 

The  total  of  75  houses  demolished  was  boosted  by  the  demolition  and 
clearance  of  28  aluminium  bungalows  at  Hemsworth  owned  by  the  Council.  These 
form  part  of  an  original  site  of  100  bungalows, all  of  which  are  being  subjected 
to  clearance  on  the  grounds  of  unfitness.  The  Ministry  of  Public  Building  and 
Works  undertakes  demolition  and  site  clearance  in  this  instance. 
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(f)  Maintenance 


houses 


Both  the  Council  and  the  N.C.B.  repair  their  arm  houses.  The  Council's 
maintenance  staff  under  the  direction  of  the  Council's  Surveyor  now  deals  with 
over  2,000  dwellings,  69O  of  which  are  pre-1939,  i.e.,  well  over  30  years  old. 


The  National  Coal  Board  has  a maintenance  staff  at  Fitzwilliam  and  is 
responsible  for  722  houses  within  the  urban  district.  There  were  rather  more 
complaints  about  the  need  for  repair  works  to  N.C.B.  houses  during  the  year,  and 
this  was  probably  due  to  the  influence  of  a newly-formed  Tenants  Association , 
following  improvements  to  National  Coal  Board  houses  and  attendant  rent  increases. 
However,  the  maintenance  staff  at  Fitzwilliam  invariably  dealt  promptly  with  any 
request  for  repair  works  following  complaints  to  the  Council. 


Maintenance  work  in  the  private  sector,  particularly  of  tenanted  houses, 
often  created  problems,  in  the  main  due  to  the  high  cost  of  maintenance  work. 
Tenants  had  resource  to  the  Council  for  the  enforcement  of  repair  works  and  in 
a few  instances  it  was  necessary  to  pursue  enforcement  to  the  Magistrates  Court. 
It  would  seem  that  many,  if  not  all,  'small'  owners  of  house  property  consider 
it  a liability  rather  than  an  asset,  and  would  gladly  be  rid  of  it,  indeed,  many 
did  offer  terrace- type  properties  to  the  Council  during  the  year  hoping, no  doubt, 
that  the  Council  would  make  use  of  them  at  'a  reasonable  price'. 


I feel  sure  that  there  are  many  occupiers  of  tenanted  private  houses  who 
would  willingly  pay  increased  rents  for  house  improvements,  but  owners  simply 
cannot  meet  the  costs  involved  and  it  seems  unfortunate  that  this  particular 
stock  of  tenanted  houses  should  offer  so  little  by  way  of  modern  facilities. 

Some  are  not  even  provided  with  electricity , and  most  are  sadly  in  need  of  re- 
painting of  external  woodwork.  If  they  are  to  continue  in  use,  perhaps  area  by 
area  improvement  should  be  seriously  considered. 

Past  reports  have  always  made  a specific  reference  to  'overcrowding'  of 
dwellinghouses . In  past  years  it  was  not  uncommon  for  houses  to  be  shared  by 
two  families,  and  families  tended  to  be  bigger  than  they  are  to-day.  A standard 
for  the  overcrowding  of  a house  is  laid  down  based  on  the  accommodation 
available  so  that  it  is  possible  to  say  whether  or  not  a house  is  overcrowded 
on  this  basis.  Overcrowding  is  not  now  a problem  and,  indeed,  two  instances 
only  of  serious  overcrowding  were  brought  to  the  Council's  attention  during  19&9. 

oo 

There  are  no  licensed  sites  for  caravans  within  the  district  ,and  at  no  time 
did  caravan  dwellers  create  a problem, as  the  few  concerned  were  of  the  itinerant 
trading  class  moving  through  the  district. 


In  concluding  this  section  on  Housing, I would  report  for  the  record  that 
there  are  no  houses  'let  in  lodgings ',  and  no  'multiple  dwellings'  within  the 
district  other  than  Council  owned  flatlets  at  Ashfield  House,  Hemsworth,  and 
Ings  House,  Kinsley,  both  of  which  provide  pleasant  accommodation  for  the  older 
citizens. 


2.  NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS 

It  seems  that  most  people  at  some  time  or  other  object  to  local  matters 
insofar  as  they  consider  them  to  be  objectionable,  and  a nuisance,  and  if  they 
cannot  put  them  right, they  invariably  resort  to  the  Council  for  assistance. 
Nuisance  by  noise  and  by  smell  are  common  enough.  Choked  drainage,  careless 
keeping  of  pigs  and  poultry,  barking  dogs,  litter,  dangerous  buildings,  are 
examples;  all  require  attention  and  are  usually  put  right.  bU 8 complaints 
made  to  the  Department  were  dealt  with  during  the  year, and  in  three  instances, 
it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  to  abate  the  nuisance  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193&. 


> 
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2.  NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 

Noise  nuisance  by  road  traffic  is  generally  accepted, but  an  irritating 
feature  to  many  people  is  the  musical  chimes  of  ice-cream  motor  vans, 
particularly  to  night  workers  attempting  to  sleep  during  the  day,  while  barking 
dogs  and  noisy  T.V.  sets  featured  in  several  complaints  by  irate  neighbours. 

In  the  Kinsley  area,  a corn  dryer  operating  at  a local  farm  provided  yet 
one  more  example  of  progress  in  one  situation  creating  a problem  in  another. 

3.  PRIVATE  HOUSES  AND  NON-RES IDENTIAL  PROPERTIES  „ 

With  the  exception  of  17  dwellings,  all  houses,  shops,  offices  and  factories 
within  the  district  were  drained  to  either  the  Hemsworth  or  Fitzwilliam  Sewage 
Works, with  the  vast  majority  draining  to  Hemsworth. 

The  17  dwellings  were  all  beyond  the  limits  of  the  existing  sewers;  1 6 were 
drained  to  cesspools  or  small  sewage  disposal  plants,  and  the  remaining  house  was 
provided  with  a pail  closet  as  a temporary  expedient. 

Six  houses  in  North  Walk,  Hemsworth  were  connected  to  an  extension  of  the 
Council’s  sewers  at  a cost  of  £1,305? thereby  eliminating  five  cesspools  and  one 
small  sewage  disposal  plant. 

As  all  the  remaining  cesspools  serve  scattered  properties  well  away  from  the 
limits  of  the  Council's  sewers,  there  appears  no  likelihood  that  they  will  be 
reduced  in  number.  Oddly  enough^an  intended  housing  development  at  Lane  Ends, 
Fitzwilliam,  will  probably  add  to  the  number.  However,  the  Council  has  in 
use  an  800  gallon  cesspool  emptier  well  able  to  deal  with  the  problems  cesspools 
present;  disposal  of  cesspool  contents  is  by  discharge  from  the  Council's 
vehicle  into  the  sewerage  system.  The  cesspool  machine  is  adaptable  to  cleanse 
street  gullies  and  will  be  increasingly  put  to  use  on  this  work. 

Hemsworth  Sewage  Y/orks  has  been  modernised  in  recent  years?  but  part  of  the^ 
old  plant  continued  in  use,  and  during  the  year,  it  became  necessary  to  renovate 
two  filters.  Consultants  employed  by  the  Council  on  the  modernization  of  the 
Hemsworth  Works  were  investigating  the  discharge  of  industrial  wastes  into  the 
sewerage  system  during  the  year;  it  was  considered  that  the  sewage  concentration 
was  excessively  high?  and  suspicion  was  falling  on  the  local  slaughterhouse 
effluents  in  this  respect. 

Sewage  from  the  jjLnsley  area  continued  to  be  pumped  from  that  area  to 
discharge  into  the  system  serving  Hemsworth  Sewage  Y/orks,  and  the  working  of  the 
system  gave  no  cause  for  concern  during  the  year. 

(a)  Surface  Water  Drainage 
Surface  V/ater 

A large  scale  surface  wager  drainage  scheme  for  the  Highfields  - Southmoor  - 
Victoria  Street  area  of  Hemsworth  began  during  the  year  to  eleviate  the  increasing 
surface  water  problem  in  periods  of  storm  at  Grove  Lane 

(b)  General  Drainage  Situation 

While  new  extensions  are  being  made  to  new  housing  development,  the 
general  position  with  regard  to  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  district 
is  considered  to  be  reasonably  adequate, and  in  no  area  is  a new  scheme  for 
sewage  disposal  urgently  needed. 

* 

4.  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Five  public  conveniences  are  in  use  throughout  the  district  and,  regrettably, 
all  are  subject  to  continual  vandalism.  Cleansing  staff  employed  by  the  Council 
have  at  times  an  inenviable  task  to  maintain  the  conveniences  in  a reasonable 
condition.  A vandalproof  convenience  appears  to  be  required, if  one  could 
possibly  be  constructed. 

A layby  on  the  Pontefract  Road  area  for  road  traffic  halts  is  not  equipped 
with  public  conveniences,  and  it  may  be  that  the  County  Council  will  give 
consideration  to  the  necessity  for  a convenience  at  this  site,  though  again,  the 
question  of  vandalism  raises  a major  difficulty. 
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5.  WATER  SUPPLY 

All  domestic  and  office  premises  were  supplied  directly  from  a piped  mains 
supply;  the  distributors  were  the  Barnsley  Water  Board.  The  supply  was 
satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity,  except  for  a short  period  in  the 
Robin  Lane, and  Royd  Moor  areas  of  Hemsworth, where  there  were  complaints  of  a 
’coloured  water',  and  an  insufficiency  of  supply.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  Board  began  work  on  a renewal  of  the  A"  main  for  Robin  Lane  after  'scraping':, 
the  3"  main  to  improve  supplies  to  the  Royd  Moor  area. 

Water  supplied  to  the  district  is  taken  from  the  River  Derwent  at  Elvington 
Works  near  York,  where  it  is  treated  before  distribution.  25,000,000  gallons 
daily  are  taken  from  the  river  in  a joint  enterprise  by  Barnsley,  Sheffield, 
Rotherham  and  Leeds  which,  including  the  Elvington  Works  and  a large  scale  main 
laying  programme,  cost  some  £8,000,000  a few  years  ago.  Barnsley  Water  Board 
was  taking  2,000,000  gallons  per  day  during  1969- 

Water  is  piped  from  Elvington, arriving  at  Ringstone  Reservoir,  Brierley, 
where  there  was  a storage  capacity  of  1,500,000  gallons  in  1969*  Aware  of  tho 
increasing  demand  for  water,  the  Board  began  a project  during  the  year  to  add 
storage  capacity  of  a further  A, 000, 000  gallons  of  water  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£315,000.  This  project  was  expected  to  be  completed  in  July  1970  when  6 new 
storage  tanks  would  have  been  brought  into  use. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  supply  to  the  district  is  *1  part 
per  million, and  below  the  recommended  Ministry  of  Health  standard  of  1.0  part  per 
million. 

The  national  controversy  in  recent  years  concerning  the  addition  of  fluoride 
to  bring  the  content  of  fluoride  up  to  the  recommended  standard  has  been  carried 
on  by  the  constituent  local  authority  members  of  the  Barnsley  Water  Board. 

In  this  respect, the  Council  has  supported  other  local  authorities  within  the  area 
of  the  Board  who  favour  the  addition  of  fluoride;  however,  the  Barnsley  Borough 
Health  Committee  has  not  given  the  addition  of  fluoride  its  support  and,  as  a 
result, the  Barnsley  Water  Board  has  not  sanctioned  its  addition  to  the  water 
supply  for  this  area.  There  were  several  meetings  of  local  authority- 
representatives  on  the  subject  during  the  year,  but  there  appeares  to  be  little 
prospect  of  fluoride  being  added  to  the  water  supply  for  the  area  in  the  near 
future . 

6.  RODEHT  CONTROL 

The  refuse  tips,  sewage  works,  farms,  allotments  and  dykes  require  constant 
vigilance  to  control  rat  infestations.  Over  the  past  15  years, regular  inspections, 
and  treatments  of  infestations  by  the  use  of  the  poison  'warfarin'  have  eliminated 
large  inf e stations,  but  it  seems  impossible  to  eliminate  rats  completely,  and  unless 
attention  is  continually  directed  to  control  work,  infestations  quickly  recur. 

A Rodent  Control  Operator  is  employed  by  the  Council,  and  he  has  achieved 
considerable  success  in  this  work  over  the  past  years. 

Mice  have  not  presented  much  difficulty  by  way  of  elimination  during  the 
year.  The  new  poison  'alphakil'  appears  to  be  extremely  successful  at  a 
temperature  below  50  F,  and  is  used  by  the  Rodent  Operator  ¥fhere  appropriate. 

Some  parts  of  the  country  are  now  having  to  deal  with  rats  which  cannot 
be  killed  by  'warfarin',  and  much  publicity  has  been  given  to  these  'super  rats'. 

In  these  areas,  of  course,  other  poisons  are  in  use, but  their  application  is  not 
as  simple  as  with  'warfarin'.  However,  the  'resistance'  of  rats  to  'warfarin' 
has  not  been  noticeable  locally,  and  'warfarin'  continues  to  be  an  extremely 
effective  poison, achieving  a complete  clearance  of  any  known  infestation. 

Although  the  sewers  of  the  district  are  considered  a likely  source  of  rat 
infestation,  treatments  in  past  years  have  proved  effective  in  virtually  clearing 
infestations,  and  only  a test  baiting  of  10/o  of  the  sewers  is  now  undertaken  from 
time  to  time.  One  such  test  was  undertaken  during  the  year.  6 manholes  were 
found  to  be  infested  and  were  given  a poison  treatment. 

Reports  of  infestations  of  moles,  rabbits, and  even  stoats  were  received 
during  the  year.  It  seems  that  rabbits  particularly  are  now  increasing  in 
numbers  to  present  a nuisance  to  keen  gardeners  and  allotment  holders. 


s 
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The  following  information  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  for  work  on  rodent  control  during  1969:- 


l.(a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 
nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice  . . 


Hon  Agricultural 


102  10 

63  7 

33  3 


2. (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 
for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 246  6 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ....  45  4 

(ii)  Mice  ....  - 

7.  FACTORIES 


There  are  two  types  of  factories  within  the  meaning  of  the  Factories  -Acts  * 
viz.,  factories  with  mechanical  power, and  factories  with  no  mechanical  power,  other 
than  for  lighting  and  heating. 


Sanitary  accommodation  for  all  factories  is  controlled  by  the  Council;  the 
Factory  Inspectorate  controls  the  health,  welfare  and  safety  provisions  of  all 
factories, both  mechanical  and  non-mechanical,  with  the  exception  of  the  heating, 
lighting,  cleansing  and  ventilation  of  the  non-mechanical  factories  which  are 
controlled  by  the  Council. 


A register  is  kept  of  all  factories  within  the  area, and  as  there  is  a sharing 
of  duties  associated  with  factories*  a liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Factory 
Inspectorate  to  ensure  supervision. 

There  were  6 factories  of  any  size  within  the  district,  all  employing  female 
labour,  and  33  other  premises  within  the  definition  of  a factory.  All  were 
subjected  to  inspection  during  the  year.  Almost  all  these  premises  have  been 
long-established,  and  present  few  problems  which  are  not  readily  solved  by  a 
personal  approach  to  the  managements  concerned. 

The  following  tables  are  relevant  for  1969:- 

Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Humber  olr  ” 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

1 Occupiers  I 
Prosecuted!) 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  (i.e., 
factories  with  no  mechanical 
power) 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 
(sanitary  accommodation  i.e., 
factories  with  mechanical 
power) 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers 1 premises) 

5 

11 

- 

- 

26 

30 

1 

I 

• 

- 1 

8 

4 

1 

0 

Total 

39 

45  1 2 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


This  is  a reference  to  persons  who  undertake  certain  classes  of  factory  work 
at  home.  Owners  of  factories  are  obliged  to  notify  the  local  authority  concerned 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  people  who  undertake  this  work  on  their  behalf. 

There  was  no  record  of  any  person  employed  as  an  outworker  within  the  district 
during  the  year. 

8.  OFFICES  AND  SHOFS  ADMINISTRATION 

The  1963  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  has  now  been  in  operation 
six  years, and  throughout  that  tim6»has  been  applied  to  the  offices  and  shops  within 
the  district.  The  Act  applies  only  where  people  are  employed  about  the  business  of 
the  office  or  shop  in  aggregate  for  a period  of  21  hours  or  more  per  week.  It 
makes  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  persons  employed  to 
work  in  office  or  shop  premises,  and  with  the  exception  of  fire  precautions, is 
administered  by  the  Council. 

The  Act  applied  to  88  premises  within  the  district  at  the  end  of  the  year  and, 
of  course,  this  number  varies  by  the  addition  and  closure  of  businesses.  82  premises 
were  visited  and'  inspected  at  least  on  one  occasion  during  the  year. 

New  premises  are  brought  into  line  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  from  the 
outset.  Routine  inspections  are  now  undertaken  of  established  offices  and  shops 
as  structural  alterations  and  improvements  have  already  been  undertaken.  The 
satisfactory  lighting,  heating  and  ventilation  of  these  premises,  together  with 
the  provision  of  suitable  sanitary  and  washing  facilities,  are  some  of  the  main 
requirements  of  the  Act. 

The  notification  of  accidents  is  compulsory,  but  it  has  been  estimated 
nationally  that  40%  of  accidents  are  still  not  reported  by  employers.  Three 
accidents  of  a minor  nature  were  reported  by  local  employers, and  all  were 
investigated;  the  purpose  being  to  ascertain  the  cause  and  to  prevent  a 
recurrence. 

None  of  the  premises  within  the  district  presented  a serious  problem  during 
the  year,  and  it  is  considered  that  the  Act  has  had  a beneficial  effect. 
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The  following  tables  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  year 
1969:- 


TABLE  A - Registrations  and  G-eneral  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

a) 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

(2) 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 
(3) 

Offices 

13 

13 

Retail  shops 

63 

58 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

10 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

88 

82 

TABLE  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by 
Inspectors  to  Registered  premises 


Class  of  workplace 
(1) 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices 

6l 

Retail  shops 

152 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

11 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

40 

Canteens 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

- 

Total 

264 

...  - 1 

Total  Males 

94 

Total  Females 

170 

9 . HAIRDRESSING-  ESTABLISHMENTS  - WEST  RIDING-  (G-ENERAL  POWERS)  ACT,  1951 


17  barbers  and  hairdressers  were  licensed  within  the  district  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  All  the  premises  in  use  were  subjected  to  inspection, and  to  byelaws 
governing  the  cleanliness  of  premises, and  cleanly  practices  in  this  work. 

10.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Department,  enquiries  were 
made  into  the  oase  histories  of  certain  notifiable  diseases  e.g.,  dysentery, 
scarlet  fever  as  they  were  reported  by  local  Medical  Practitioners.  In  the  case 
of  suspect  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  notifications,  faeces  samples  were  taken 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Wakefield,  for  examination. 


11.  PETROLEUM  STORAGE 


All  premises  storing  petroleum  spirit  as  defined  by  the  Petroleum  Acts  require 
to  be  lioensed  by  the  local  authority.  The  work  of  licensing  and  inspection  is 
undertaken  by  my  Department.  As  in  past  years,  a close  liaison  is  maintained  with 
the  local  Fire  Prevention  Officer  of  the  West  Riding  County  Fire  Service,  and 
installations  are  carefully  inspected,  and  an  annual  licence  issued  only  when  the 
premises  fully  comply  with  existing  legislation.  All  licences  are  issued  on  the 
1st  of  January,  and  a fee  is  payable  by  the  owner  of  the  installation  which  is  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  stored. 

12.  SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT , 1964 

One  long-established  business  and  two  small  dealers  were  licensed  by  the 
Council  during  1969 . The  Council  is  required  to  keep  a register  for  this  purpose. 

13.  ANIMAL  BOARD  DIG  ESTABLISHMENT  ACT  1963 

One  establishment  at  Hemsworth  was  registered  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
It  was  subjected  to  inspection  from  time  to  time  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

14.  PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

Shop  premises  at  Hemsworth  were  licensed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

They  are  subject  to  inspection  and  are  required  to  comply  with  standards  laid  down 
in  the  Act  for  the  comfort  of  the  animals  kept  for  sale.  A licence  extends  for  one 
year,  and  is  subject  to  review. 
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SECTION  II 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  ADMINISTRATION 

Work  under  this  heading  is  directed  towards  ensuring  a clean,  safe  and 
wholesome  food  supply  and,  of  course,  has  been  undertaken  within  the  district 
for  many  years. 

There  were  141  food  premises  within  the  district  subject  to  food  hygiene 


regulations  as  follows 

Mixed  Food  Shops 54 

Butchers  Shops  and  Preparation  Rooms  16 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  . . . . 11 

Bakehouses  7 

G-reen-grocers 5 

Confectioners . . . . 4 

Wholesale  Premises  (Green-grocers)  2 

Catering  Establishments 27 

Canteens  14 

Factories  1 


141 

All  these  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  subjected  to  further 
inspections  when  any  contravention  of  the  regulations  was  noted. 

Regulations  set  down  structural  requirements  for  food  premises,  and  aleo 
require  facilities  to  be  provided  to  ensure  personal  hygiene  by  food  handlers. 
While  regulations  do  ensure  that  premises  achieve  a satisfactory  standard,  it  is 
important  to  note  that  the  best  equipped  premises  loose  their  value  where  food 
handlers  are  careless  in  personal  hygiene, and  lack  knowledge  of  the  dangers 
associated  with  contaminated  food. 

During  the  course  of  all  inspections,  emphasis  is  laid  on  good  practices  for 
food  handling  and  food  production,  with  particular  reference  to  the  'danger' 
foods  - meat,  poultry,  eggs,  fish,  milk,  oream  and  made-up  foods  incorporating  „ 
these  products. 

Food  handlers  are  continually  reminded  that  the  conditions  of  handling  foods 
have  a considerable  effect  on  the  microbial  population  of  certain  foods, and  that 
there  is  a fantastic  rate  of  multiplication  of  food  poisoning  organisms  in  warm, 
moist,  high-protein  food. 

Generally,  the  standard  of  food  premises  within  the  district  '.is  satisfactory. 
However,  two  food  shops  were  found  to  be  below  standard  for  a short  period  and  the 
persons  concerned  were  suitably  advised. 


The  sale  of  food  from  mobile  shops  is  now,  of  course,  commonplace.  The  food 
hygiene  regulations  apply  to  these  shops  and,  in  addition,  a hawker  of  food  has  to 
be  registered  by  the  Council;  registration  may  be  refused  or  revoked  in  default 
of  satisfactory  hygiene  practices, and  this  is  a useful  aid  in  rapidly  achieving 
a satisfactory  standard, and  might  well  apply  to  a defaulting  conventional  shop, 
except  that  for  some  reason, this  procedure  appears  not  to  find  official  favour. 

All  mobile  shops  must  be  equipped  with  washing  facilities,  but  again,  the 
best  equipped  van  is  wasted  where  a van  salesman  does  not  make  use  of  these 
facilities. 

48  mobile  shops  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year;  all  had  been 
subjected  to  inspection  before  registration,  and  were  'spot-checked'  from  time  to 
time  throughout  the  year.  The  number  was  made  up  as  follows 


Butchers 19 

Grocers  7 

Green-grocers  5 

Confectioners  6 

Fish  Merchants  . . • . 3 

Ice-oream  ..  ..  . . 6 

Mineral  Waters  . . • . 2 


ifc§ 
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Market  stalls  owned  “by  the  Council  v;ere  in  use  during  the  year  in  the 
Market  G-round  at  Hemsworth,  but  none  were  in  use  for  the  sale  of  open  foods. 

As  in  past  years, enquiries  were  made  by  prospective  traders  in  fish  and  meat 
for  the  use  of  market  stalls,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  suitable  hot  and  cold 
water  facilities, the  stalls  could  not  be  used  for  these  trades. 


Foreign  Matter  and  Mould  in  Food 

When  one  considers  the  vast  amount  of  food  offered  for  sale,  even  locally, 
during  the  course  of  a year,  it  is  quite  remarkable  that  the  incidence  of 
complaints  of  foreign  matter  and  mould  in  food  is  so  small.  Only  two  complaints 
were  received  during  the  whole  year,  one  concerning  cheese  and  the  other 
confectionery.  In  both  cases, the  cause  was  due  entirely  to  a lapse  in  the 
system  adopted  at  each  shop  for  ’rotation*  of  foods.  The  Council  did  not  pursue 
prosecutions  in  these  two  cases, but  both  shop-keepers  were  suitably  advised. 

(a)  M INSPECTION 

This  means  the  inspection  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  (lungs,  livers,  hearts, 
heads  etc.)  at  the  slaughterhouses  within  the  district.  This  work  takes  place 
either  at  the  time  of  slaughter  or  within  a short  time  following  slaughter,  and 
is  required  daily,  including  Saturday  at  one  slaughterhouse, and  two  or  three 
times  weekly  at  the  three  other  slaughterhouses. 

Animals  are,  of  course,  subject  to  disease  and  parasitic  conditions, and  the 
purpose  of  inspection  is  to  ensure  that  only  fit  meat  and  offal  is  offered  for 
sale  in  the  butchers  shops.  A routine  method  of  inspection  is  followed  as 
recommended  by  the  appropriate  Ministry,  and  all  fit  carcases  are  stamped  as 
required  by  regulation.  All  diseased  meat  and  offal  is  bollected  and  disposed 
of  daily  by  one  or  other  of  the  processing  plants  at  Pontefract  or  Doncaster. 

The  quality  of  animal  bought  by  local  butchers  for  slaughter  is  invariably 
high  and,  as  a result,  the  incidence  of  disease  is  correspondingly  low. 

Tory  little  carcase  meat  was  condemned  during  the  year.  However,  parasitic 
conditions  were  prevalent  in  the  offal  of  animals  slaughtered  and  a good  deal 
of  wastage  occurred,  particularly  among  beast  livers. 


The  following  tables  are  relevant  to  meat  inspection  work  undertaken 
throughout  the  district  during  1969:- 


Location  of  Slaughterhouses  ' 

Cattle 

Pigs  | 

Sheep 

Calves 

1 

1.  Market  Street,  Hemsworth  1 

t 

3483 

1249  1 

4764 

3 

i 2.  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth  •.  i 

137 

277  i 

83 

- 

3.  "Springfield  Villa"  Hemsworth 

341 

45  | 

62 

- 

i ! 

A.  Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth 

246 

3 

1 

404 

1 

Total 

2007 

1705  j 

5313 

4 

zi 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  ! 

and  ! Pigs 
Lambs  j 

No.  of  animals  killed 

1789 

218 

4 

5313 

j 1705 

No.  of  animals  inspected 

1789 

218 

4 

5313 

; 1705  j 

AH  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  C.ysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

t 

i 

| 

j Nil 

: No.  of  carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

1106 

104 

2051 

p- 

H 

00 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticercl 

6l.8% 

Kl.1% 



- 1 

i 

•! 

38 ,S% \ 24.5% 

/Continued 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Caurcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.58($ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

2. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

G-eneralised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

It  is  estimated  that  5 tons  14-  cwts.  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned  during 
the  year  at  the  four  slaughterhouses  as  follows 


Cattle 


12 

Heads  

• • 

Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis. 

12 

Tongues 

Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis. 

278 

Livers  . . . . 

Cirrhosis,  Abscesses,  etc. 

898 

Part  Livers  . . 

• • 

Cirrhosis  (parasitic  action). 

75 

Lungs  

Parasitic,  Inflammation  etc. 

14 

Udders 

• • 

Inf lamma t ion . 

12 

Hearts  . . . . 

Inflammation,  C.  Bovis. 

3 

Part  Carcases  . . 

0 0 

Inflammation . 

Sms 

370 

Lungs  . . . . 

Inflammation . 

54 

Livers  . . . . 

Inflammation. 

10 

Heads  . . 

Tuberculosis  and  abscesses. 

27 

Hearts  . . 

Inflammation. 

6 

Part  Carcases 

0 • 

Inflammation,  Bruising  and  abscesses 

2001 

Lungs 

..  Parasitic,  Abscesses,  Inflammation. 

290 

Livers 

..  Parasitic. 

1 

Heart 

..  C.  Ovis. 

1 

Carcase 

• • 

• • 

. . Oedema . 

Legislation  introduced  in  1963  allows  the  Council  to  make  a charge  upon 
owners  of  slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection  and,  as  in  recent  years,  a charge 
of  Is.  Od.,  6d.,  and  was  made  for  each  cattle,  pig  and  sheep  respectively 

realising  in  total  £211  for  the  year. 


(b)  S LAUG-HTERHOUSES 

There  were  four  slaughterhouses  in  use  during  the  year.  They  require  to 
meet  a standard  laid  down  by  regulations  and  are  licensed  annually  by  the  Council, 
and  are  subject  to  an  annual  inspection  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

Cleanly  practices  in  the  1 dressing*  of  carcases  are  essential 9and  are  ^ 
entirely  dependant  upon' the  slaughterhouse  staff.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food's  Inspector  took  an  unusual  interest  in  this  particular  aspect 
throughout  the  Yorkshire  area  during  the  year,  pursuing  his  activities  looally 
with  some  enthusiasm, culminating  in  a lecture  and  film  slide  show  to  a local 
audience  of  butchers,  slaughtermen, and  local  and  neighbouring  health  officials. 

Wiping  cloths  in  use  at  slaughterhouses  were  always  considered  a serious 
source  of  contamination  by  health  off icials» and  it  was  with  some  satisfaction 
during  the  year  that  use  was  made  of  new  regulations  to  ban  their  use,  and  to 
introduce  water  sprays  for  washing  down  carcases.  / 
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(b)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  (Continued) 

19  slaughtermen  were  licensed  by  the  Council  to  stun  and  ’dress'  carcases 
at  the  local  slaughterhouses. 

(c)  MILK  PRODUCTION  AI'T)^SALE 

All  milk  retailed  within  the  district  was  bottled  milk  sold  by  one  or 
other  of  the  large  Dairy  Companies  operating  from  adjacent  towns.  It  was 
almost  exclusively  pasteurised  milk  and  a 'safe'  supply? as  it  was  free  from 
harmful  bacteria.  There  was  a small  sale  of  sterilised  milk  from  some  local 
shops  and  this,  too, was  a 'safe'  supply. 

Almost  all  milk  produced  within  the  district  was  submitted  to  Dairy 
Companies  for  heat  treatment  and  bottling.  One  producer,  however,  continued 
to  bottle  milk  at  his  farm  premises  and  did  not  subject  the  milk  to  heat 
treatment:  samples  of  this  milk  were  taken  from  time  to  time  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Wakefield  for  biological 
examination.  53  samples  were  taken  in  all;  a Brucellosis  infection  was 
confirmed  in  two  cows  of  the  herd  concerned  and  a further  four  cows  were 
considered  'doubtful';  milk  from  the  affected  cows  was  then  submitted  for 
pasteurisation . 

Legislation  is  not  available  to  prevent  the  sale  of  non-pasteurised  milk 
unless  the  local  authority  is  aware  that  the  supply  of  milk  is  from  cows  which 
are  diseased.  However,  as  there  is  a risk  of  developing  Brucellosis  by  the 
consumption  of  untreated  milk  it  surely  follows  that  the  retailed  milk  should 
be  a pasteurised  supply. 

No  complaints  were  received  about  the  condition  of  milk  bottles  during  the 
year  which  reflects  credit  upon  the  Dairy  Companies  concerned,  who  do  everything 
possible  to  ensure  that  milk  bottles  pass  stringent  tests  for  cleanliness  before 
use.  In  spite  of  much  research  work  by  Dairy  Companies,  the  glass  milk  bottle 
has  still  not  been  fully  matched. 

(d)  ICE-CREAM 

This  is  a popular  commodity  enjoying  a lively  sale  both  in  Winter  and 
Summer.  A number  of  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  and 
supplies  were  factory  wrapped  and  sold  from  refrigerators.  However,  a good 
proportion  of  sales  of  ice-cream  within  the  district  was  from  mobile  vans,  and 
this  supply  was  not  usually  wrapped  as- van  salesmen  supply  a 'loose'  ice-cream. 
The  manufacture  of  all  ice-cream  is  now  essentially  a factory  process  subject 
to  local  authority  control  and  a 'safe'  food  as  it  leaves  the  factory.  When 
offered  for  sale  in  a 'loose ' form  from  retail  vans  it  requires  careful  handling 
control  by  the  van  salesmen  who  may  so  readily  contaminate  individual  portions. 

All  vans  retailing  ice-cream  are  registered  by  the  Council:  all  vans  must 
comply  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  and  all  are  subjected  to  spot-checks  during 
the  year. 
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SECTION  III 
AIR  POLLUTION 

This  is  a reference  to  pollution  by  smoke.  Most  households  within  the 
district  still  burn  coal  on  open  firegrates,  discharging  smoke  inevitably  from 
house  chimneys  at  a low  level.  In  aggregate, this  amounts  to  a good  deal  of 
pollution  which  can  be  severe  on  cold,  foggy  days  in  parts  of  the  district. 

In  a coal  mining  area  with  concessionary  coal  available  to  most  households, 
one  answer  to  the  problem  would  appear  to  be  the  installation  of  appliances  which 
will  bum  coal  smokelessly,  and  it  is  Interesting  to  know  that  the  National  Coal*5 
Board  is  experimenting  with  appliances  in  this  connection. 

Meanwhile,  any  prospect  of  a major  advance  locally  in  smoke  control  work 
was  killed  when  plans  for  the  district’s  first  ’smoke  control  area’  were  rejected 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  during  the  year.  The  Council  had 
responded  to  a suggestion  by  the  West  Riding  Clean  Air  Advisory  Council  that  new 
housing  estates  should  be  smoke  controlled  from  their  inception  by  deciding  to 
declare  a ’smoke  control  area’  for  the  Woodlands  Estate  under  construction  at 
Hemsworth.  The  Ministry's  advice,  however,  was  that  such  a declaration  should 
be  part  of  a programme  for  the  systematic  introduction  of  ’smoke  control  areas' 
for  the  whole  of  the  urban  district, and  that  as  no  programme  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry,  and  as  the  district  was  not  in  a 'black  area’,  the  proposal 
should  be  deferred  until  the  'existing  financial  situation  improved'. 

While  the  new  Woodlands  Estate  is  expected  to  be  virtually  smokeless  in  any 
case,  the  Ministry  ruling  was,  I think,  most  unfortunate  as  it  lost  a splendid 
opportunity  to  encourage  smoke  control  work  locally  in  a difficult  overall 
situation. 

However,  many  households  without  a concessionary  coal  allowance  are  making 
more  use  of  gas,  and  electricity  and  solid  smokeless  fuels,  not  because  of  any  zeal 
for  clean  air,  but  more  for  convenience,  greater  cleanliness  indoors  and  le3S  work, 
and  the  absence  of  smoke  is  a feature  of  the  newer  privately  developed  housing* 
estates. 

Outside  mining  areas,  many  local  authorities  have  achieved,  or  are  near  to 
achieving,  complete  smoke  control  districts,  and  others  have  set  a target  date 
in  the  1970‘s, but  even  the  plans  of  these  local  authorities  were  hit  during  1969 
by  the  recurring  problem  of  a shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  which, 
incidentally,  are  considerably  more  expensive  than  coal. 

Many  local  authorities  have  problems  associated  with  industrial  pollution, 
but  the  urban  district  was  fortunate  in  this  respect,  as  the  few  sources  of 
industrial  pollution  are  now  suitably  controlled. 


(a)  Measurement  of  Pollution 

Apparatus  at  Adiscombe  House,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth,  measures  smoke 
pollution  for  the  immediate  area,  and  daily  readings  are  recorded.  The  figures 
are  important  for  comparison  with  readings  taken  throughout  the  country. 

A daily  smoke  reading  as  high  as  566  micrograms  per  cu.  metre  was  recorded  in 
January,  and  a daily  average  as  low  as  2+1  was  recorded  in  July,  giving  some  idea 
of  the  heavy  pollution  in  the  colder  weather. 

The  target  to  be  set  is  one  to  compare  favourably  with  average  daily  smoke 
emissions  in  the  southern  towns  of  England  which  are  consistently  around  the 
2+0  micrograms  per  cu.  metre  throughout  the  year;  incidentally,  the  daily 
average  for  Yorkshire  and  Humberside  as  a whole  was  97,  that  of  the  Greater 
London  Area  2+6  and  for  the  South  We  stern  Area  33  • 

Pollution  figures  are  available  for  only  eight  months  of  the  year  for 
Hemsworth  as  follows,  but  they  do  show  how  pollution  varies  seasonally. 
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Adiscombe  House,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth 
Smoko  Results 
Micrograms  per  cu.  metre 

Paily 


No.  of  Days 
Exceeding 

Reading  500  1,000 

Jan.  252  556  3 

Feb.  177  549  2 

March  No  results  available 

April  No  results  available 


100 

122 


May 

- 

232 

- 

- 

- 

488 

- 

- 

- 

June 

60 

121 

- 

- 

87 

214 

- 

- 

.69 

July 

41 

109 

- 

- 

28 

71 

- 

- 

1.46 

Aug. 

66 

131 

- 

- 

59 

138 

- 

- 

1.12 

Sept. 

103 

235 

- 

- 

92 

265 

- 

- 

1.12 

Oct. 

- 

367 

- 

- 

- 

339 

- 

- 

- 

Nov.  No  results  available 

Dec.  No  results  available 


A different  form  of  pollution  measurement  is  undertaken  at  Vale  Head 
Park,  Hemsworth,  where  apparatus  measures  the  sootfall  in  that  area.  A 
reading  for  February  is  not  available  due  to  equipment  failure,  and  a total 
of  102  tons  of  sootfall  per  square  mile  was  recorded  for  the  remaining 
11  months  of  the  year. 


Comparative  figures  for  1967  and  1968  were:- 

Sootfall  readings  - Vale_  Hoad  Park  Tons  per  square  mile 

1967  120.31 

1968  135.26 


r 
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SECTION  IV 

.REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
(a.)  Refuse  Collection 

There  is  a weekly  refuse  collection  service  in  operation  throughout  the 
district  based  on  a five  day  week  which  appears  to  cope  satisfactorily  in 
that  few  complaints  were  made  by  the  general  public  during  the  year. 

A few  paper  sacks  were  in  use  at  two  Council  owned  blocks  of  flats? but 
the  general  system  was  associated  with  either  a 2-g-  cu.  ft.  or  3^  cu.  ft. 
dustbin. 

Two  large  vehicles  fitted  with  compression  units  are  in  regular  use, viz., 
a Karrier  ’Muskateer'  and  a Karrier  'Ramillies';  both  are  continuous  loaders 
sweeping  refuse  into  the  body  of  the  vehicle.  To  ensure  that  the  collection 
service  is  maintained  when  either  vehicle  is  under  repair,  a spare  refuse 
collection  vehicle  is  kept  available? and  is  also  regularly  used  on  shop  rubbish 
collections. 

Tho  'Muskateer*  was  introduced  early  in  the  year  at  a cost  in  excess  of 
£5,000  and  with  a low  loading  line?and  a capacity  of  some  500  bins, is  a far  cry 
from  the  days  of  tho  small  30  cwt.  side  shuttered  refuse  vehicle. 

Larger  vehicles  and  compression  of  refuse  during  collections  have  helped 
to  meet  increasing  demands  on  the  refuse  collection  service;  on  the  personnel 
side, the  move  is  towards  a Productivity  Agreement, and  the  Council  were  giving 
consideration  to  this  subject  as  the  year  ended. 

Refuse  is  now  so  much  more  bulky  than  in  past  years, and  becoming  increasingly 
so;  the  average  household  is  now  finding  it  difficult  to  contain  a week's  refuse 
in  a 2-g-  cu.  ft.  bin  and,  in  fact,  it  has  been  established  nationally  that  l($o  of 
domestic  premises  now  make  use  of  two  dustbins. 

The  national  average  cost  for  dealing  with  domestic  refuse  is  now  considered 
to  be  approaching  £2  per  head  of  the  population  per  year. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

A vast  amount  of  rubbish  of  all  sorts  has  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  way, 
and  the  local  method  is  by  controlled  tipping.  This  is  taking  the  form  of  a 
land  reclamation  scheme  at  the  present  time  at  a 10  acre  low  lying  field  subject 
to  flooding  in  the  Pontefract  Road  area.  Soil  and  sub-soil  from  the  field  is 
moved  in  advance  of  tipping  of  refuse  by  an  excavator,  refuse  is  then  deposited 
in  layers  approximately  6 ft.  deep  and  15  yards  wide,  and  as  the  tip  advances, 
the  sub-soil  and  soil  is  replaced. 

This  system  of  refuse  disposal  is  considered  to  be  highly  satisfactory  if 
undertaken  properly,  but  it  requires  careful  control,  and  depends  essentially  on 
method,  and  on  mechanical  equipment  intelligently  used. 

The  Cost  of  disposal  of  refuse  is  centred  upon  the  use  of  the  excavator; 
the  owner  of  the  field  makes  no  charge  for  the  use  of  the  land  as  he  considers  thal 
the  reclaimed  land  more  than  compensates  him,  indeed,  he  is  already  making 
good  use  of  the  acres  already  reclaimed. 
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Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  interest  they  have  always  shown  in  the 
work  of  the  Department  during  the  year.  I would  also  like  to  thank  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  members  of  his  staff,  and  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staff  of 
the  Council  for  their  co-operation, and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

I was  particularly  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  Mr.  Kenneth  Stewart,  the 
Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector,  who  left  the  service  of  the  Council  in  June , 

Mr.  Stewart  moved  on  to  his  native  Scotland  after  some  15  months  service  with  the 
Council  during  which  time  he  performed  his  duties  admirably,  leaving  behind  him  a 
reputation  well  earned,  which  will  be  remembered  by  those  with  whom  he  was  in 
contact. 

I was  pleased  to  welcome  Mr.  G-eorge  Young  from  Bentley  U.D.C,  who  took  up 
duties  as  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector  during  August. 

Finally,  I would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  Hilda  Bush  who  undertook  the  essential 
clerical  duties  of  the  office, and  without  ?/hom, this  report  could  not  have  been 
satisfactorily  compiled. 


Yours 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


* 


. 

* 


. 


